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Bassendean Primary School 
 

 

2017 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

 

 

 
 

It is with pleasure that the 2017 Annual Report for Bassendean Primary School is presented to 

parents and the community.  The Annual Report is a summary of our school’s achievements, 

programs and activities over the year, and demonstrates our commitment to promoting our School 

Vision.   

Our School Vision  

To provide a positive and safe environment that enriches each child’s desire to learn, 

encouraging them to become happy, responsible, confident members of our community 

while striving for academic excellence. 

  

We have many reasons to be proud of our school and the achievements as a community. We have a 

positive learning culture in our classrooms, a highly competent and committed staff and a caring and 

supportive pastoral care program for all within our school community. 

 

This report aims to provide information about the school’s performance over the past year and to 

share highlights, strengths and achievements.   

  

This Annual Report is a snapshot of the 2017 school year and more information is available at 

www.det.wa.edu.au.  Follow the link to Schools Online and select Bassendean Primary School.  

Information is also available from the school administration office and the Bassendean Primary 

School Website www.bassendeanps.wa.edu.au   

  

Jacqueline Varris    Stuart Maughan 

Principal     School Council Chair 

 

May 2018      

http://www.det.wa.edu.au/
http://www.bassendeanps.wa.edu.au/


 

2 
 

School Profile 

 

Bassendean Primary School first opened as West Guildford Primary School in October 1906. In 1922 the West 

Guildford area, along with the school, was renamed Bassendean.  

 

In 2017 the school comprised of 13 classes from Kindergarten to Year 6. Nine classrooms are housed in the 
old school buildings which are centred around an internal garden area. Additions to the school have occurred 
over the years, including four Early Childhood classrooms and a Library.  The undercover area was enclosed 
in 2015 in a joint project with the school and P&C. The school has two transportable classrooms, one of which 
is used for Visual and Performing Arts. In 2016 the Department of Education funded a much needed new 
School Administration block.  
 

Bassendean Staff 

We have a very experienced Leadership Team, and teaching 
staff members including, a Level 3 teacher and eleven senior 
teachers. The Principal, Deputy Principal and teachers take on 
curriculum leadership roles through the Network, Curriculum, 
committees and key initiatives of the Department of Education.  
 
Our Education Assistants are an experienced team who support 
student learning in Early Childhood classes and across the 
school. Our Special Needs Education Assistants provide 
support for students with additional learning needs. Education 
Assistants have undergone training in Literacy, Numeracy, 
supporting self-regulation in students, Autism, Diabetes and 
dealing with challenging behaviours. 
 
A key initiative for all staff was the professional learning 
facilitated by Aboriginal Team from the Regional Office. Staff 
collaborated to develop the Aboriginal Cultural Standards 
Frameworks which will guide the culturally responsive actions as 
part of a broader reform to deliver the best possible education for all students. 
 
Our administration team include our Manager Corporate Services, two School Officers and a Library Officer 
who are an experienced and efficient team supporting the management and day to day operation of the 
school. 
 
Our part time cleaners and gardeners are responsible for presentation of the grounds and building cleanliness.  
The Student Services Team consists of the Principal, Deputy Principal, a Learning Support Teacher, School 
Psychologist, Chaplain, and a School Based Support Worker. A case management approach is used by the 
Team to assist students and their families. 
 
The school has a Chaplain through YouthCARE (two days per week) and employs a School-Based Support 
Worker (one day per week).  Both roles, whilst different in their operation, are focussed on the mental health 
and well-being of students.  
 
All teaching staff meet the professional requirements to teach in Western Australian schools and can be found 
on the public register of teachers of the Teacher’s Registration Board of WA (TRBWA). All staff, both teaching 
and non-teaching have Working with Children Checks.   
 
 
 
 
 

    No FTE AB'L 

Administration Staff 

Principals 1 1.0 0 

Deputy Principals 1 1.0 0 

Total Administration 
Staff 

2 2.0 0 

Teaching Staff 

Level 3 Teachers 1 1.0 0 

Other Teaching Staff 17 15.3 0 

Total Teaching Staff 18 16.3 0 

School Support Staff 

Clerical  

Administrative 

4 2.9 0 

Gardening  

Maintenance 

2 0.5 0 

Cleaners 3 1.62 0 

Education Assistants 13 8.5 1 

Total School Support 
Staff 

21 12.9 1 

Total 41 31.82 1 
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Swan Valley Network 

 

Bassendean is one of 14 schools in the Swan Valley Network – a professional learning community which 
develops teacher professional knowledge. In January 2017 the Swan Valley Network held its fifth annual 
conference in support of the implementation of the Western Australian Curriculum.  The focus for each 
conference supports teachers to learn about and implement areas of WA Department of Education priority. 
The focus for the 2017 conference was Science, Technologies, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM), which 
builds upon the work of previous years in English, Mathematics, History and Science.    
 
Once again in 2017, Bassendean PS teachers took on leadership roles within the Professional Learning 
Communities as Network Facilitators. They supported their colleagues at our school as well as the other 13 
schools across the Network.  
 
This professional learning model complements the embedded action learning cycle which is a well-established 
process for teacher and curriculum development at Bassendean.  
 
Principals from each of the Network schools meet twice a term to develop the Network initiatives and progress 
the Department’s directions. 

 

Partnerships and Provider Programs 

 

The school is fortunate to have the support of local community, businesses and industries.  
 
The Bassendean Playgroup continued to operate within the school. Parents organise and facilitate the weekly 
sessions for children of pre-Kindergarten age from our local community. The Playgroup offers a friendly and 
positive introduction to the school environment.   
 
Through the State Government Local Project, Local Jobs Initiative we consulted with our school community on 
a Nature Playground. With additional school funding the build of the playground will commence in Term 1 
2018. It will be located on the oval and will link several of the play areas within the school.  
 
We have been fortunate to have the support of the Hawaiian Group, who have generously provided a range of 
education experiences for our students.  We feel very privileged to have been part of the wonderful Perth 
International Festival over the last 4 years. We first participated in 2014 with the Giants visit to Perth, then the 
Home project in 2015 and in 2017 the illuminated paper-mache gumnuts which were on display in Kings Park 
at the commencement of the Festival for this year. At the end of the year our community gave generously to 
the 2017 Hawaiian’s Bassendean Giving Box Drive. Bassendean Primary School collected 226kg of food and 
gifts for the charity partners, Foodbank and Anglicare WA. 
 
In 2017 the Year Six students worked with mural artist Melski 
McVee on a large wall mural based on the local flora and 
fauna from the Bassendean area. The school participated in 
the Governor Stirling Senior High School Speech and Drama 
Festival and were recipients of many of the awards. 
 
A highlight of each year is the Graduation of our Year Six 
students. This event is very well supported with the generous 
donation of prizes and the time commitment from the groups 
attending the Ceremony. This includes State and Federal 
Members of Parliament, the Town of Bassendean, 
Bassendean Lions Club, Guildford-Bassendean Masonic 
Lodge, Camp Australia, and Woodside - Scitech.  
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Student Attendance 

Attendance Overall 

 

 

Student attendance records continue to be in line with the state averages. This reflects the work of the 
attendance focus, the diligence of the teaching programs and support provided in ensuring that attendance 
remains a high priority. Information about the importance of regular and punctual attendance is conveyed to 
parents via letters, parent meetings and newsletters. 
 
Research indicates learning is maximised when attendance is at least 90%. In 2017, Class Attendance 
Awards were presented at assemblies as an acknowledgement of regular attendance. Where there are any 
concerns in trends of absenteeism these are mainly influenced by families taking holidays during the school 
term rather than during the term breaks. These are classified as ‘unauthorised’ absences as per the 
Departments Policy.  
 
Where there are concerns about individual student attendance a case management approach is implemented 
to support the child and their family. This includes incentives for children, phone calls, home visits and where 
needed case conferences. In 2017, we continued to monitor a small target group of students whose 
punctuality is of particular concern.  While students in this group have on the whole continued to arrive at 
school late, they are arriving at school earlier than previously. While this is a significant step forward the work 
in this area must be maintained. 
 
Recommendations 

 Maintain a whole school approach to attendance and punctuality. 

 Continue early intervention strategies from Kindergarten where attendance and punctuality patterns are 
established. 

 Explicit processes identified and communicated to all staff. 

 Staff to complete absences promptly each morning.  

 SMS Messages to be maintained in 2018 as a tool to quickly communicate absences with parents. 
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Student Services 

 

STUDENTS AT EDUCATIONAL RISK  
Bassendean Primary School has a case management approach to supporting Students at Educational Risk. 
Regular meetings and case conferences were held to support teachers, students and parents. 
 
The Student Services Team comprises of the Principal, Deputy Principal, Learning Support Coordinator, 
School Psychologist, School Based Support Worker and School Chaplain. All referrals are case managed by 
the team.   
 
Parents and care givers are an important part of the process. Teaching staff are assisted with the development 
and implementation of Individual and Group Education Plans using the Department’s Reporting System. 
Depending on the individual case needs the school will engage with the Department of Education specialist 
teams and Outside Agencies. This focus will continue in 2018. 
 
 
MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL BEING 
The School Based Support Worker (SBSW) role continued into its fourth year. Students needing additional 
support are referred to SBSW through a case managed process overseen by administration and the Student 
Services team. 
 
Federal funding for this program ceased in 2014, but through the flexibility of school funding we have 
continued to resource the program one day per week since 2015. This position is regularly reviewed in terms 
of viability and need.  
 
Bassendean Primary School has a very experienced and qualified Chaplain. A case management approach is 
used to facilitate referrals to the Chaplain.  
 
Families are, with the additional student services, able to choose to utilise the services of either the School 
Based Support Worker or the School Chaplain should they need these support mechanisms. Consent for 
engagement is a formal requirement and parents may choose to ‘Opt Out’ at any time. Forms are readily 
available should families not wish to engage with any of the services. 
 
TRANSITION PROGRAMS 
Transition programs operate for students in Kindergarten, Pre Primary and Year 1 to ensure a smooth entry 
from one year to the next. 2018 Parents and Kindergarten students were introduced to the school through a 
Parent Information session and an introductory kindy session in Term 4. Our new Kindy’s had the opportunity 
to visit the school and meet staff. They engaged in play and story sessions, they sang songs and completed a 
painting to take home.  
 
Students from K-6 with identifiable needs have individual transitions programs to address their particular 
circumstances. A robust handover is undertaken by staff from one year to the next. This identifies individual 
student needs in the academic, social and emotional domains. 
 
Governor Stirling Senior High School and Hampton Senior High School provide a comprehensive transition 
program to ensure that our Year 6 students are prepared for their move from the primary to a secondary 
school environment. Bassendean Primary School provides relevant information for the wide range of 
destination high schools to facilitate the move between primary and secondary school. 
 
Specific transition programs for students with disabilities, specific learning difficulties or mental health needs 
are designed in partnership with members of the Bassendean PS Students Services Team and secondary 
school personnel. 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL DESTINATIONS 2018 
Students heading to High School from Bassendean Primary School enrol in a range of schools. 
 

Destination High Schools 2018 

Number 
of 

Students 

 
School 

1 Aranmore College 

1 Belmont City College 

1 Churchlands Senior High School 

1 Georgiana Molloy Anglican School 

14 Governor Stirling Senior High School      

1 Guildford Grammar School 

6 Hampton Senior High School 

7 Kiara College                   

2 La Salle 

2 Mount Lawley Senior High School 

4 St Georges Anglican School 

4 Swan Christian College 

 
 
 
GRADUATION OF OUR YEAR 6 STUDENTS 
In 2017 we celebrated the graduation of our Year 6 students. Over the years, the school has developed the 
strong support of its annual Graduation Ceremony. We receive lots of positive feedback about the high 
standard of our ceremony and students. We have a strong commitment with numerous donations of prizes 
from community groups, politicians and Regional Office. Many parents, family members, and staff attend the 
morning Graduation Ceremony, which is followed by a morning tea generously donated by the P&C. Over time 
a range of traditions have been established in our Ceremony, this includes an opening song, the Year 8 Club, 
all of our Year 6 students addressing the audience and reflecting on one another and the cutting of the 
Graduation Cake at the morning tea. Following the formal event, the students spend the day enjoying one 
another’s company. In 2017, the graduating students and accompanying staff enjoyed an afternoon at Bounce. 
Throughout the year the graduating students engaged in a range of fundraising activities. In 2017 they 
presented the school with a wall mural they undertook as River Rangers Cadets with Mural Artist Melski McVie 
as their parting gifts. Students participated in the design process in conjunction with the artist. This mural is a 
vibrant piece of art located in a key entrance to the school. 
 

 

Student Performance Information 

Student performance is monitored using system and school information. This data includes: 

 On Entry Assessment (Pre-Primary) 

 National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) Years 3 & 5 

 Analysis of teacher judgements from student reports  

 School prescribed Alpha Assess and PROBE Reading data. 

 Words Their Way testing and profiles 

 Oxford Mathematics Test (G. Booker) 

 Students at Educational Risk (SAER) Profiles 

 Above Level NAPLAN testing in Year 2 and 4. 
 
This data collection is viewed in conjunction with teacher selected classroom assessments and school and 
Swan Valley Network processes of collaboration and moderation.  These processes inform planning, target 
setting of learning trajectories, and reporting on student achievement and progress. 
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National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) Years 3 & 5 
The NAPLAN Test assesses some of the Numeracy, Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation 
skills that students are expected to achieve in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9.  
 
Staff thoroughly analyse the information available through NAPLAN, this is compared with grade allocations 
and teacher judgement. Staff use the Disciplined Dialogue approach to analyse the data, along with additional 
school based information. This leads to the following being identified: 

 School priorities in Literacy and Numeracy. 

 Priorities for school and year level sub groups within in each cohort. 

 Confirms and highlights students needing further intervention. 
 
Students in the bottom 20% continue to be the focus in Students at Educational Risk (SAER) planning and 
processes.  The emphasis is to have a positive impact on student progress.  For students who sit at National 
Benchmark or just above National Benchmark scores, there is a particular emphasis on lifting the student’s 
trajectories between Years 3 and 5. 
 
There is also a focus to ‘lift’ those students in the middle 60% with a focus on differentiation of the teaching 
and learning programs. 
 
Please note: Care must be taken when interpreting data as the cohort number of students is small. Due to the 
small student numbers, percentages in the data may not necessarily add to 100.  
 
 
 
NUMERACY – NAPLAN 2017  

 47 Year 3 students sat the 2017 Numeracy Assessment.   

 42 Year 5 students sat the 2017 Numeracy Assessment. 35 students form the stable cohort (at 
Bassendean PS in Years 3 & 5).  37 of the students have been tested twice (in Year 3 and again in Year 5).  

 The Year 5 group have demonstrated good progress between Years 3 and 5 with their performance being 
one standard deviation above the predicted school mean. 

 

 
 
 

The graph shows Bassendean PS tracking below ‘Like Schools’, with a decline in comparison with the 2016 
cohort of tested students. In Year 3, 42 students scored between Band 3 and 8, 3 students were ‘at the 
Minimum Standard’ while, 2 fell ‘below the Minimum Standard’.   
In Year 5, 35 students scored between Band 5 and 8. 7 students where at the Minimum National Standard. No 
students in Year 5 were below the National Minimum Standard. 
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Average Numeracy Score 

Year 

 

Y03 
 

Y05 
 

Bassendean 
 

Like Schools 
 

Bassendean 
 

Like Schools 
 

2014 
 

394 
 

406 
 

484 
 

497 
 

2015 
 

394 
 

404 
 

493 
 

496 
 

2016 

 
 

408 

 
 

400 
 

505 
 

494 
 

2017 
 

407 418 492 497 
          

 

The distribution of student scores in Year 3 and 5 are close to those of ‘like schools’.  There needs to be a 
focus on lifting students in the bottom 20%, as well as an upward lift of those students in the middle 60% into 
the top 20%. 
 
Bassendean has focused on Mathematics teaching and learning 2014 – 2017. There has been an emphasis 
on problem solving, mental maths strategies and the ‘literacy of mathematics’. This has been supported 
through professional and action learning, undertaken by teaching staff.  In Semester 2, 2016 the staff 
considered evidence-based commercial programs that encapsulated the work they had commenced.  Envision 
Mathematics was selected after staff investigated a number of programs on offer.  The program will support 
teachers to differentiate their teaching programs while supporting the before mentioned focus aspects of 
Mathematics. Staff commenced using Envision Mathematics in Term 4 2016.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Year 3 Numeracy 
 

 

 

 

 

WA Public Schools 

 

 

School 
 

Like Schools 
 

 

 

 

2015 
 

2016 
 

2017 
 

2015 
 

2016 
 

2017 
 

 

 

 

  Top 20% 
 

25% 
 

27% 
 

21% 
 

29% 
 

25% 
 

28% 
 

 

 

 

 

  Middle 60% 
 

53% 
 

59% 
 

68% 
 

59% 
 

61% 
 

63% 
 

 

 

 

 

  Bottom 20% 
 

22% 
 

14% 
 

11% 
 

13% 
 

15% 
 

9% 
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Recommendations 

 Continue with Envision Mathematics in 2018 with a focus on Numeracy Blocks and whole school practices. 

 Strategies taught and basic knowledge facts will be drilled through ‘Warm Ups’ to encourage the 
development of taking knowledge from short to long term memory.  

 Further development and enhancement of the Numeracy Blocks with a focus on increased differentiation in 
the teaching programs. 

 The Numeracy focus will be implemented through a problem solving approach. 

 Whole school mathematics resources will be investigated and accessed. 
 
READING – NAPLAN 2017  

 47 Year 3 students sat the 2017 Reading Assessment.   

 While the performance of Bassendean Year 3 students has been in the expected range there has been a 
slight trend downwards 2011-2014.  The Year 3 group’s performance has lifted between 2015 and 2016. 

 44 Year 5 students sat the 2017 Numeracy Assessment. Of these 34 is the stable cohort (at Bassendean 
PS in Years 3 & 5).  39 of the students have been tested twice (in Year 3 and again in Year 5), while 37 
students made up the stable cohort.  

 The Year 5 group have demonstrated good progress between Years 3 and 5 with their performance being 
within one standard deviation of the predicted school mean. The trend of Year 5 student scores has been 
within the expected or above the expected range from 2011 – 2017. Overall the Year 5 students overall 
have made High Progress – High Achievement 

 
The graphs below show the average reading scores for both Years 3 and 5 are on par with that of ‘Like 
Schools’.   
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The distribution of students’ scores in the Year 3 group show more students at Bassendean PS in both the top 
20% and the middle 20% when compared to ‘Like Schools’.   While the Year 5 group has more students in the 
Top and Bottom 20% This spread is confirmed by teacher judgements through the allocation of grades in 
Semester 1 2017.  This distribution requires all teachers to be particularly focussed on differentiating their 
instruction to cater for the spread of students.  
 

Of interest in the distribution of scores for the current Year 5 students compared to the distribution of scores 
for the same group when they were in Year 3 in 2015.  In 2015 67% of students were in the middle 60%, there 
has be a lift of students with now 50% in the middle 60% and an increase to 32% in the top 20%. However, 
more work is still required with those that fall within the bottom 20%. 
 

Recommendations 

 Continue Reading Intervention Program. 

 Continue with explicit instruction and differentiated guided reading. 

 Data analysis to feature explicitly in teacher collaboration and planning. 

 

WRITING – NAPLAN 2017 

 44 Year 3 students sat the 2017 Writing Assessment.   

 44 Year 5 students sat the 2017 Writing Assessment. 39 students are in the stable cohort (at Bassendean 
PS between Years 3 & 5).  37 of the students have been tested twice (in Year 3 and again in Year 5).  

 These groups’ performance is within one standard deviation of the expected mean for students at 
Bassendean PS. However, there is a decline in the performance when compared to the 2016 results. And 
while these are two different cohorts of students results must be carefully considered in terms of student 
performance. Writing has been identified as a priority 2014 -17, and will continue to be an area which must 
be a focus. In 2018 it is recommended that teachers use Bright Paths to track students and adjust the 
teaching emphasis based on the trajectory of student writing progress. 
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The distribution of student scores is similar to ‘Like Schools’ although there is a negligible difference in the 
percentage of Year 3 students in the bottom 20% especially given our small student numbers. Most of our 
students sit in the middle 20% which indicates a ‘lift’ is needed in the complexity of the writing our students 
produce.  The Case Management approach to students at Bassendean PS aims to lift the learning trajectory of 
students who sit in the bottom 20%.   
 
 

Percentages of students in top 20%, middle 60%, bottom 20% of the WA Public Schools and among Like Schools 

  
Recommendations 

 Continue explicit differentiated instruction in writing. 

 Target students assessed through above-level testing to complement and support teacher judgements. 

 Investigate and commence using Bright Paths 

 

 

SPELLING – NAPLAN 2016  

 

 Forty-four Year 3 students sat the 2017 Spelling Assessment.   

 Forty-four Year 5 students sat the 2017 Spelling Assessment. Thirty-nine students are the stable cohort (at 
Bassendean PS between Years 3 & 5).  Thirty-seven of the students have been tested twice (in Year 3 and 
again in Year 5).  

 Both groups’ performance falls within one standard deviation of the mean. 
 
Year 3 average score is 1.4 below the standard deviation of the predicted school mean and is a cause for 
concern. The Year 5 performance has remained close to the mean with standard deviations between 0.0 and -
0.3, with the exception of  2013 when performance fell below the expected mean for the school.  This 
prompted a more consistent approach to spelling being adopted across the school with the implementation of 
the Words Their Way spelling program.  
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The distribution of students in both Year 3 and 5, when compared to ‘Like Schools’, shows fewer students in 
the top 20% and a large proportion of students in the middle 60%. Given our small numbers it must be realised 
that the bottom 20%is represented by 7 students.  75% of our students sit in the middle 60% in Year 3 and 
70% in the Year 5 group. Again this area indicates a need to lift performance for those students in the middle 
group and a robust program to differentiate for those students in the top and bottom 20%. And as such this 
should be viewed cautiously due to the relatively small number of students however it does suggest increased 
emphasis on differentiated instruction is warranted.  This is due to this distribution pattern being evident over 
the last three years. 

 
 
Percentages of students in top 20%, middle 60%, bottom 20% of the WA Public Schools and among Like Schools 
 

 
 

 

Recommendations 

 A renewed emphasis on explicit teaching and differentiated instruction in the Words Their Way (WTW) 
spelling program be implemented. 

 Resources (ie levelled packs) be utilised to support effective implementation of the WTW program. 

 Professional support is provided by the Deputy Principal due to vast experience with the WTW Program. 
 

 
GRAMMAR AND PUNCTUATION – NAPLAN 2016  
 
 44 Year 3 students sat the 2017 Grammar and Punctuation Assessment.   

 39 Year 5 students sat the 2017 Grammar and Punctuation Assessment. Thirty-nine students are the stable 
cohort (at Bassendean PS between Years 3 & 5).  Thirty-seven of the students have been tested twice (in 
Year 3 and again in Year 5).  

 Both groups’ performance falls within one standard deviation of the mean i.e. within expected performance. 

 
When comparing the student comparative data with the Year 5s when tested as Year 3 students there has 
been a lift in performance from -0.1 to 0.3 within the standard deviation of the predicted school mean, which 
indicates a positive value adding between year 3 and 5.  
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Percentages of students in top 20%, middle 60%, bottom 20% of the WA Public Schools and among Like Schools 
 

 

 

 

Year 5 distribution is very similar to ‘Like Schools’ with slightly fewer students in the bottom 20%.  
The Year 5 distribution of students shows 70% in the middle compared to 63% for ‘Like Schools’, but a lift in 
the students’ achieving in the top 20% which is encouraging. 

Recommendations 

 Jolly Grammar is implemented in Year 1 to build on the Jolly Phonics approach in Pre-Primary. 

 Differentiated instruction in Punctuation and Grammar is implemented through literacy blocks. 

 Explicit instruction is informed through deeper analysis of each student’s writing. The school will 
investigate using Brightpath as a tool to monitor student development in writing. 
 

 
On Entry Assessment 
The On-entry Assessment Program is a mandatory standardised assessment of children’s learning for all Pre-
Primary students in public schools. It is conducted by classroom teachers and provides important information 
which teachers use to assist in the planning and delivery of targeted learning programs for whole class, small 
group and individual instruction.  An individual Parent Summary, summarising the skills and understandings 
their child demonstrated during the assessment is provided for each child.  
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Progress Towards Achievement of Targets 2017 - 2019 

 

Focus Area 

Achieved  

Yes / No /  

Moving Towards 

 

Comments 

Numeracy 
Lift the results of students from Year 3 to Year 5 into the 
higher progress quadrants when compared to ‘Like 
Schools’. 

        The eight Year 3 (2015) students (14%) in Band 3 to 
achieve Band 5 by May 2017.   

 
 
 
 

        Nine Year 3 students (2016) in Band 3 to achieve Band 
4 in 2017 (Above Level Testing) and Band 5 (NAPLAN) 
in 2018. 
 
 

 Ten Year 3 students (2017) in Band 3 to achieve Band 
4 (Above Level Testing) in 2018 and Band 5 (NAPLAN) 
in 2019 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Yes 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Moving Towards 
 
 
 
 

Moving Towards 

 
 
 
 

 Three students have left the 
school 

 All students reached the target   
substantial gains.  

 One student achieved Band 6 

 
 

 The 2017 target was met by all 
students 

 One student achieved Band 5 
2017 

 

Reading  
Lift the results of students from Year 3 to Year 5 into the 
higher progress quadrants when compared to ‘Like 
Schools’. 

        Eight Year 3 (2015) students (11%) to achieve Band 5 
by 2017. 

 
 

        Five Year 3 students (2016) in Band 3 to achieve Band 
4 in 2017 (Above Level Testing) and Band 5 (NAPLAN) 
in 2018. 

 

        Five Year 3 students (2017) in Band 3 to achieve Band 
4 in 2018 and Band 5 in 2019 

 

 
 
 
 

Yes 
 

 
 
Moving towards 

 
 
 
Moving Towards 

 

 

 

 This target was reached and 
exceeded by 4 students 

 One student achieved Band 7 

 One student made no progress 
remaining in Band 3 

 One student has left the school 
 

 All students achieved the 2017 
target 

  One student achieved Band 6 
 

Writing  
Lift the results of students from Year 3 to Year 5 into the 
higher progress quadrants when compared to ‘Like 
Schools’. 

 Nine Year 3 (2015) students (14%) in Band 3 to 

achieve Band 5 in 2017 

 

 Seven Year 3 (2016) students (17%)to achieve Band 5 

by 2018 

 

 Seven Year 3 (2017) students (15%)to achieve Band 5 
by 2019 

 
 
 
 

Yes 
 
 
 

Moving Towards 
 
 

Moving Towards 

 

 

 

 Eight students reached the set 

target 

 One student only achieved Band 4 

 

Attendance and Punctuality  

 Maintain attendance percentages above that of ‘Like 
Schools’ in each Year level. 

 Reduce numbers of students arriving at school late. 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 

 While most children attend 
regularly, there is a focus on a 
small group of students who are 
chronically late to school. 
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HIGHLIGHTS  

THE ARTS AND CULTURAL EVENTS AND 
INVOLVEMENT 
The broader Bassendean community in which the 
school is located has a particular passion for and 
interest in the Arts.  The opportunities for all 
students at the school complement this community 
interest including: 
 
PIAF 
Perth International Arts Festival culminated in 
students from Year 2-6 making illuminated papier- 
mache gumnuts with pencil sketched aboriginal 
animal and flora totems. The gumnuts were placed 
in Kings Park as part of the weekend long opening 
celebration. Many schools contributed to the 3000 
gumnuts that were part of a large scale installation 
that visitors to the park could walk through. The art 
project was a culmination of 3 weeks of lessons. 
 
Melski McVee Artist in Resident 
Perth based mural artist Melski McVee was 
commissioned to work on a large mural with Year 6 
students. With a focus on local flora and fauna that 
had a strong link to the river this bright and 
colourful art event was funded through the Art 
budget and the River Rangers Cadetship. Students 
from Year 6 collaborated with the artist and then 
spent several days painting the mural with Mel 
producing an original piece of art work indicative of 
the Bassendean area. This art work formed the 
2017 graduating students’ gift to the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bassendean Town Council Arts Award  
Each year a collection of student work is entered 
into the Bassendean Town Council Art Exhibition. 
This event annually showcases arts of excellence 
within the community. Six local schools are invited 
to exhibit student works in the community art week 
that is open for local and state artists. 
 
 
 
 

Governor Stirling Senior High School 
Interschool Speech and Drama Festival 
This is an annual event commenced in 2015 and    
Bassendean Primary School was invited to join in 
2017. Students in Year 4-6 spent a term learning 
about choral speaking, mime, prose reading and 
poetry recital which culminated in students 
performing to over 300 students from local district 
schools at GSSHS auditorium. An authentic 
audience allowed students who competed from 
Bassendean to showcase their growing talents, 
scooping awards in each category.  
 

 
 
Theatre Sports 
Eight student representatives from Year 6 were 
invited to par take in a series of 8 workshops with 
Theatre Sports Australia along with students from 
the local district, in an interschool competition. The 
competition was held at GSSHS and was open to 
family and friends to come and cheer 
 
Choir 

 Choir participation in One Big Voice Festival, 
the Valley Voices, the ANZAC Day Ceremony 
and local community events.  

 National Indigenous Day celebration and 
activities. 

 
 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION, AWARENESS 
AND ENGAGEMENT 

 Ride to School Day  

 National Walk to School Day  

 Count Us In – Australia wide singing event. 

 MotorSafe Incursion 

 Pirate Dress Up Day 

 P&C Cyber Safety Parent Information Evening 

 Life Education 

 Participation in Town of Bassendean ANZAC 
day and Remembrance Day Ceremonies. 
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HEALTH, PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORT 
The students have a broad range of learning 
opportunities to increase their knowledge, skills and 
participation in sport and physical endeavours.  The 
robust Physical Education Program is 
complemented by the after school Sporting Schools 
Program which provides the opportunity for 
students to engage in community sport activities of 
tennis and cricket.  Activities in 2017 included: 

 Fun Faction Swimming Carnival (Years PP-6) 

 100’s Running Club and Run Around Australia 

 Faction and Interschool Athletics Carnival and 
Cross Country Events 

 Dockers Cup Girls AFL Carnival 

 Interschool Winter Sports – Eagles Cup AFL 
our team were 2017 Premiers.  

 West Coast Fever Cup (netball) A Team 
Premiers 2017.  

 Golf Incursion 
 The Sporting School After Schools program 

enabled students to participate in Rugby and 
Volleyball 

 Smarter than Smoking Interschool Netball 
Carnival 

 Scorchers Interschool Cricket Carnival 
 Eight week Gymnastics Program 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

COMPLEMENTING CLASSROOM LEARNING 

 Early Childhood healthy breakfast 

 Scholastic Book Fair  

 Life Education Mobile Classroom 

 School Drug Education 

 Road Aware Challenges and Choices 

 Protective Behaviours K-2 
 
REPORTING AND COMMUNICATION 

 Class Meetings beginning of the School Year  

 Parent Teacher Interviews – April  

 Kindergarten orientation for 2018 students 

 Semester Reports 

 Skoolbag App  

 School Website 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY 
In 2017 the school invested $58200 on STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) materials for each classroom. These 
funds were inclusive of a $20000 donation from the 
P&C. Funds were used to purchase numerous 
items including iPads, robotics equipment, docking 
stations, and a wide range of consumable 
resources, as well as a STEM trolley for equipment 
which could be shared across the school. These 
resources enabled teachers and students to further 
their investigations into digital technology and 
STEM.  Digital Technology and STEM was the 
professional learning focus of the 2017 Swan 
Valley Network. Three of our staff were facilitators 
at the Conference and subsequent professional 
learning sessions. Other advances in these areas 
included: 

 Wireless Infill to improve the wireless capacity 
within the school. 

 The upgrade of a LED Interactive board. 

 Additional licences for school usage. 
 
The extension of the resources in STEM saw a 
hype of activity as students and teachers engaged 
in STEM based learning.  

 Year 4 and 6 students created chariots out of 
recycled materials. These were powered by the 
Sphero robots and used in a day of racing to 
find the champion chariots. 

 Year 5 students created evacuation robots and 
were articulated by the Dash and Dot Robots. 

 Year 4 students researched playgrounds and 
made models. 

 Year 6 students 
created water saving 
devices as well as 
algorithms to detect 
bush fires to fire proof 
homes. 
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DISCOVERLAND SCITECH 
Our Pre-Primary children were special guests of 
the Minister for Science Dave Kelly at the Lottery 
West Handover of Discoverland at Scitech. The 
students were delighted to be the first students to 
explore, discover and play in the state of the art 
early childhood centre designed to engage and 
intrigue our young students. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GROUNDS, MAINTENANCE, IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ENHANCEMENTS 

 Covered walk way connecting the main school 
building and the Library  

 The River Rangers and Art Mural with Melski 
McVee depicting local flora and fauna 

 Veranda to the rear of the new Administration 
Block 

 External veranda to Room 13. 
  

Nature Play Master Plan 
Work to design the Nature Playground continued in 
2017 with the focus to develop stage 1 on the 
school oval. Designs built upon the consultation 
process which was developed in 2016. A 
committee met with Programmed and a final plan 
decided upon during Term 4 2017. This plan was 
widely shared with students, staff and parents. The 
build will commence in early 2018 so the students 
and school community will see the design progress 
over a number of weeks. It is planned that students 
will engage in planting and some artwork within the 
playground upon completion. Funding for this 
project consisted of $20 000 form the Local 
Projects, Local Jobs Program from the State 
Government and donated to the P&C for such 
projects, along with $30 900 of school funds. 
 
 
RIVER RANGERS CULTURAL, 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND CONSERVATION 
ACTIVITIES 
Year 6 students at Bassendean are very fortunate 
to be involved in the River Rangers Program.  The 
River Rangers Cadet Program aims to: 

 Develop students’ leadership and interpersonal 
skills while improving their self-confidence and 
initiative.  

 It encourages them to take an active role in 
their community.  

 And strives to develop their understanding of 
the importance of conserving the European and 
Noogar cultural history. 
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Ours Cadets engaged in numerous experiences 
throughout the year, including: 
 
Halogen National Young Leaders Day 
The River rangers attended the conference which 
focussed on empowering lessons that students 
must aspire to have a positive impact on our world. 
 

 
 
 
River Rangers Planting Day 
This event gave the cadets an opportunity to work 
on the essential components of tree planting and 
scientific research about water quality. They 
identified local issues and found solutions to 
problems through discussions. 
 
Point Walter Camp and Kerem Adventure Camp   
These two camps offered our cadets a wide range 
of experiences in which they explored and 
extended their abilities and limitations.   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Kings Park – From Firesticks to Fireworks 
Cadets discovered the history and significant of 
Kaarta Koomba (Kings Park) for the Wadjuk 
Noongar people who were guided by the six 

seasons and used plants and animals for food, 
shelter, tools and medicine. 
 
Clean up Australia Day 
Our cadets participated in a Clean Up of Bindarring 
Park and conducted an audit of the rubbish. 
National Sorry Day, Wellington Square 
May 26 2017 marked the 20th anniversary of the 
‘Bring Them Home Report’. Our cadets were 
invited to attend the event and explore the 
experiences and impact of the Stolen Generation.  
 

 
Graduation  
The Graduating Class of 2017 enjoyed a range of 
celebrations including the Graduation Ceremony, 
and an afternoon at Bounce.  The Graduation is 
very well supported with donations for prizes and 
we sincerely thank the numerous contributors for 
their support and engagement of: State and 
Federal Members of Parliament, the Town of 
Bassendean, Bassendean Lions Club, Guildford-
Bassendean Masonic Lodge, Camp Australia, and 
Woodside – Scitech. 
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Satisfaction Surveys 

Surveys are undertaken on a cyclical basis. The most recent surveys were completed in 2016. The next 
Survey will be undertaken in 2018. 
When reading these results please take into consideration the low parent survey response rate. These results 
may not be truly indicative of the school community. 

Parent Survey Results 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
41 parents (17%) responded to the survey. 
 

Observations Recommendations 

 Parents are confident to discuss issues with 
teachers 

 88% of parents surveyed report students feel safe 
at this school 

 Teachers are seen to have high expectations 

 15% report student behaviour is not well managed 

 School is  well maintained 

 Parents opinion’s do not matter 

 School is reticent to look to find new ways to 
improve 

 23% felt the school did take their opinions 
seriously. 

 Keep parents well informed about new 
developments and changes intended for the 
school 

 Build partnerships through communication 
about programs and positive changes and 
innovations.  

 Review current behaviour management 
procedures 

 Advertise the school’s achievements via- 
newsletter, local papers, The School App 
(Skoolbag) and Facebook.  
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Staff Survey Results 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 staff teaching and non-teaching (55%) responded to the survey. 

Observations Recommendations 

 Respondents rated teachers as giving useful 

feedback to students as a strength. 

 Respondents rated feedback about their work 

quite low with only 25% reporting they receive 

useful feedback. 

 Student behaviour was an area in which 62% 

agreed or strongly agreed was well managed.  

 93% feel the school looks for ways to improve.  

 Continue to use evidence-based high impact 

strategies (such as feedback) 

 Develop a 2017 timeline for feedback for staff 

– revisiting previous successful processes. 

 Review the behaviour management policy – 

whole school approach to student behaviours.  

 Continue reflective processes and involving 

staff in review, data analysis and planning.  
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Student Survey Results 2016 

 
 
24 Year 6 students responded to the survey. 
 

Observations Recommendations 

 A great percentage of students took the middle-

road ‘neither agree or disagree’. 

 Acknowledged that teachers expect the students 

to do their best and the school gives opportunities 

for students to do interesting things.  

 Most students feel safe coming to school. 

 24% of students (5) indicated concern about how 

behaviour is managed.  

 Revisit ‘Bounce Back’ and bring the lifting 

profile of this program. 

 Increase the ways we acknowledge positive 

behaviours. 

 Review the schools behaviour management 

policy asking for student input. 

 Discuss perceptions v reality issues such as 

dealing with behaviour. 

 Maintain River Rangers and the robust Year 6 

program.  
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Financial Summary 

 


